


P A G E  2  V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  2  

 
Well the summer season is finally with us.  Along with that comes the time for many of us to kick back 
and enjoy some well deserved vacation time.  I hope many of you are taking this opportunity to spend 
some time relaxing with family and/or friends while taking a break from your imaging facilities. 

41st Annual Spring Symposium 
Our Spring Symposium was very successful.  It was held on 
April 9 & 10, 2010 at the Radisson Hotel in beautiful Ply-
mouth, Mass.  There were 200 technologist attendees over 
the two-day meeting along with over 40 vendor personnel 
and 60 students.  All of our vendors were pleased with the 
turn out and they all appreciated meeting with many of you.   
 
Our students got to enjoy their experience over a newly 
tested two-day program.  Many students liked the relaxed at-
mosphere the two-day event gave them over the one-day 
session that not only crammed in their scientific presentations 
but also their NMTCB Board Review.  Because of this two-day format, the students were able to com-
plete a 40 question Registry Review mock exam and also had time to review each answer.  For those 
students who presented papers, they were able to do so on day two of their program and many felt the 
new format allowed them to be more relaxed when presenting their talks. 
 
Our technologist attendees made up one of the nicest groups of technologists we’ve had.   Many of 
those in attendance expressed their appreciation to the Executive Committee and to the various individ-
ual speakers for their efforts.  The vast majority of comments submitted were complimentary for not only 
the content and diversity of the talks but also for the opportunity to socialize and in some cases to renew 
some old friendships.  There were also many great suggestions for all aspects of future meetings which 
the Executive Committee is grateful for. 
 
The 2011 Annual Spring Symposium will again be held in early April and the location will be Springfield, 
Mass.  Dates and particulars will follow as things develop. 

2010 Fall Meeting 
As was announced at our business meeting, the Executive Board has decided to offer a special fall 
meeting for our fellow technologists living and working in our northern states of Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont.  It will take place on Saturday, September 25, 2010 at the Radisson Hotel in Manchester, 
New Hampshire.  Even though we say this meeting is to benefit our fellow northern technologists, it is; of 
course, open to all New England technologists. 
 
The planning and organization of this meeting is currently taking place. Registration information and 
forms will be released as soon as the particulars are finalized.  So keep this date open and we hope to 
see many of our northern fellow technologists as well as other New England technologists there. 

2010 New England/New York Chapters Fall Meeting 
The 2010 New England/New York Chapters Fall Meeting will be held in October 2010 in Philadelphia, 
Penn.  Once again, the organization of this meeting is currently under way.  The brochure detailing all 
the information will be released within the next few months. 
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2010 Society of Nuclear Medicine Annual Meeting 
The 2010 Society of Nuclear Medicine Annual Meeting was held on June 2, 2010 through June 9, 2010 in 
Salt Lake City, Utah.  Kathy Krisak, Leo Nalivaika, April Mann and I attended.  As for the results of your vot-
ing, each of us was elected to the office we were seeking.  Kathy Krisak became Secretary-Elect, April Mann 
was elected to the Finance Committee, and I was elected as Delegate-At-Large.  We all thank you for your 
support.  Leo Nalivaika will serve another year as our New England National Council Delegate as his term of 
office dictates. 
The meeting had less technologists attending than in previous years but that was understandable due to the 
economy in general and specifically because of the economic impact on our field.  Much of the conversation 
and many of the talks spoke to the technetium shortage, the lack of jobs and the impact of health care reform 
including the decline of reimbursement rates.  The Society of Nuclear Medicine (SNM) and the Society of Nu-
clear Medicine Technologist Section (SNMTS) is well aware of this and is working on many levels to address 
these issues.  Quite a bit of information is being released daily from the National office and hopefully you are 
receiving this information.  Your New England Chapter is also another source of information for you.  You can 
contact both organizations via their websites.  The National website is www.snm.org and your New England 
Chapter’s website is www.nects.org.  Please feel free to contact either group and express your thoughts, 
questions or opinions to them. 
 
On the flip side, there were many talks showcasing the innovations and positive direction our field is taking.  
There are many advances, especially in the areas of hybrid and molecular imaging.  There are several new 
isotopes and imaging procedures being developed.  This will require all of us to stay focused on our field and 
to do whatever is necessary to stay on top of these ever advancing practices. 

2010 Leadership Academy 
The Society of Nuclear Medicine Leadership Academy for 2010 will take place in October.  The Leadership 
Academy was developed for the expressed purpose of identifying and mentoring future leaders of the Society 
of Nuclear Medicine Technologist Section.  This will be the fourth class of individuals nominated by their re-
spective chapters and selected by the SNMTS Executive Board in conjunction with the Professional Develop-
ment Committee of the SNMTS.  The individuals nominated by their chapters would have had demonstrate 
their participation in their chapter and the willingness to serve the Chapter membership.  The NECTS nomi-
nated two individuals.  The first was Dennis Dunn from UCONN Medical Center in Connecticut.  The second 
nominee was Jocelyn Charest from Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, Mass.  I am happy to 
announce that both Dennis and Jocelyn were selected by the SNMTS as representatives for New England.  
Many of you know both of these individuals.  Dennis has served as Registration Person at our spring meet-
ings for the past several years and has been a member of the Education Committee in the past.  Jocelyn is 
our current secretary on the NECTS Executive Board.  We wish them well on their weekend experience with 
the Academy and look forward to their continued involvement with the NECTS Chapter. 

Fellow Award – Fellow Society of Nuclear Medicine Technologist Section (FSNMTS) 
I am happy to announce that the New England Chapter had two of its members honored with Fellow Status 
credentials.  This is a prestigious honor given by the SNMTS to a technologist who has contributed to the 
growth and advancement of the field of Nuclear Medicine.  They would have also demonstrated individual 
contributions and involvement at both the Regional and National levels of the SNMTS.  It is my honor to an-
nounce both Leo Nalivaika and Royal Davis as this year’s recipients of the FSNMTS credential.  Please 
read Leo’s article chronicling the history of the Fellowship Award and the list of those members of the New 
England Chapter who have been awarded this honor over the years. 
 
My best wishes to you over the summer.  Enjoy your vacations and holidays.  Hope to see you in Manchester, 
NH on Sept. 25. 
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Scientific papers, technologists paper, a wide variety dealing with nuclear practice were presented on the 
technologists side.  Karen Johnson of UMASS Medical was a name called twice during the awards cere-
mony in regards to the best paper in two categories.  I hope the abstracts are in the ejournal,  we requested 
Karen to send these over. 
   
As always meetings seem to fly right by and its time to get back.  As I said the meeting would have been bet-
ter if dark clouds were not looming in regards to jobs, reimbursement as well as the dreaded TC shortage.  
Everyone had a fix for the problem but the time of implementing it as well as the financial questions form a 
very large conundrum. 
 
National Council Delegate News  
LONG, one word, one National Council Delegate Meeting, and the word sums it up. So I hope to quickly re-
port on what I heard and saw and how it may affect us. 
 
-Tc Shortage (Bad) Dr Acher gave a report, say your prayers that Chaulk River will be up soon?  Great ques-
tion, just a couple more things to do and……………we’ll see if they will be producing.  There is a promotion to 
raise awareness with the Got Tc? tee-shirts and posters. 
 
- Job shortage (Bad) seems that no one is retiring, hospitals are cutting back and private labs are either clos-
ing up or selling out to the hospitals. This change all due to insurance reimbursement decreasing etc. 
 
- Radiation exposure (bad) seem that nuclear med was swept up with the overexposure hype of radiology. 
 
- ARRT Report (indifferent) Prices are going up for exams and specialty exams, as well a starting in 2010 any 
exam taken will expire after 10 years (should not be indifferent (bad). 
 
- CNMT- Dave Perry gave his report, examinees are slightly down, specialty exams have increased slightly. 
 
- Winter Meetings-There was discussion of how the sights are chosen, as well as the question of still having 
this poorly attended mid winter meeting.  The booking for these are several years in advance for proper plan-
ning and accommodation.  There was also discussion in regards to the June meeting locations in the future 
as well as the location requirements to accommodate a large membership. 
 
- Financial reports were given and the SNMTS as well as the SNM are doing considerably well in these finan-
cial time, the investments did take a hit, but these are strongly managed so the impact was not devastating. 
 
- Danny Basso a lead member of advocacy gave his report of the CARE Bills progress as well as other items 
that the SNM has been lobbying for which includes Medicare reimbursement and setting these rates.  The 
Care Bill may see passage fairly quickly, there have been some roadblocks.  Medicare reimbursement would 
of seen drastic cuts but these have been held up. 
 
- The new SNMTS President is Kathleen Hunt, President Elect is Ann Marie Alesie, and Secretary is  
Kathleen Krisak. 
 
There are many more items and once I have the NCD minutes I will pass these over to Jana to put into the E-
Journal.  As always if there is any issue you would like to put forward to national please contact me.  
 
I hope to see you all soon. 
Leo 

National Council Delegate Report by Leo Nalivaika, MBA, CNMT  
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Highlights from the 41st Annual Spring Symposium 
 

The 41st Annual Spring Symposium was a great success! A big thank you goes out to Tony Si-
cignano for organizing another wonderful meeting. It was really nice to see some old friends and 
make some new ones. Here are some of the meeting highlights: 
 
A truly Fantastic Educational Program.  

 
 
Thank you to our speakers: Mark Alessi, Jane 
Bartosik, Jeanine Beratta, Martha Burke-
Wilson, Joseph Cascone, Cathy Coleman,  
Michele Egberts, David Gilmore, Alison 
Lampke, April Mann, Larry Mann, Leo Nalivaika, 
Joseph Phillips,  Stephanie Rhymer, Andrew 
Savo, Richard Serino, Tony Sicignano, and Dr. 
John Vento. 
 

 
An Outstanding Student Program. Thank you to Tony Sicignano, and all of the program directors 
for organizing the program.  This year marked the implementation of a two-day Student Pro-
gram.  The first day was dedicated to the Registry Review which was followed by an extensive 
Mock Exam.  The second day was dedicated to the Student Presentations.  Thank you to Rich 
Serino, Student Program Faculty Advisor and to Ricardo Hidalgo and Laura Quillia Student Pro-
gram Moderators and Elisa Rapuano Student Program Assistant for their work in making the 
Student Program a success.  There were 15 Oral Presentations and 7 Poster Presentations.  
Please take some time and look at the abstracts by following this link - 2010 NECTS Student Ab-
stracts.  
 
Thank you to our supportive Exhibitors: ANAZAOHEALTH, ASTELLAS, BRACCO, CARDINAL 
HEALTH, COVIDIEN, GE HEALTH CARE, IBA MOLECULAR, JRT ASSOCIATES, METLIFE, 
NORTHEAST ELECTRONICS, PETNET SOLUTIONS, PHILIPS MEDICAL SYSTEMS, SIE-
MENS MEDICAL SOLUTIONS, and SPECTRUM PHARMACEUTICALS. 
 
Bar Code System. The New England Chapter utilized the bar code system for signing in for 
VOICE credit again this year.   This is an enormous undertaking and it clearly is a lot of work. 
Thank you to Mary Cross for taking on this task and making it a success.  Everyone who quali-
fied should have received their VOICE certificates. If you have not received yours please reach 
out to Mary at mary.cross2@comcast.net.  
 
E-journal and Website Administrator 
The NECTS Executive Committee would like to thank Jana Hogan, CNMT for her dedication in 
producing the E-journal so many of you read and for maintaining the NECTS website.  This task 
usually goes unnoticed but as you all know it continually gets updated. News articles about the 
NECTS and email blasts informing all of the technologists in New England about meetings and 
announcements are constantly being produced by Jana.  Her work is definitely appreciated and 
our sincere thanks go to her for her tireless efforts. 
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Highlights from the 41st Annual Spring Symposium 
 

Year of the volunteer! 
 

This year the Spring Meeting had many new volunteers helping out in a variety of areas.   
They are as follows: 
 
Technologist’s Program 
Floyd Davis – Hospital of St. Raphael – Friday’s Moderator 
Tracey Sullivan – Yale New Haven Hospital – Saturday’s Moderator 
Dennis Dunn – UCONN Medical Center – Registration Desk 
Germaine Frosolone – Gateway Community College – Registration Desk  
 
Student Program: 
Rich Serino – Springfield Community College – Faculty Advisor & Lecturer 
Leo Nalivaika – UMASS Memorial – Lecturer 
Stephanie Rhymer – Mass College of Pharmacy – Lecturer 
Cathy Coleman – Lincoln College of New England - Lecturer 
Ricardo Hidalgo – Bristol Hospital – Moderator 
Laura Quillia – Milford Hospital – Moderator 
Elisa Rapuano – Yale University - Assistant 
Beata Gebuza – Gateway Community College – Registration Desk 
Sandy Sicignano – Cardiology Associates of New Haven – Registration Desk 
 
A big Thank you to all of you for volunteering your time. 



2010 41st Annual Symposium 
The 41st Annual Spring Symposium held at the Radisson Hotel in Plymouth, Mass. on April 9 & 10, 2010 was 
very successful.  There were 55 students attending the symposium.  Of the 55 students attending, 43 had pre-
registered.   
 
A new two-day program was debuted for this year.  The first day was dedicated to the Registry Review culmi-
nating with an extensive mock exam.  The second day was dedicated to the student presentations. For the first 
time, students were given the option of attending either the students’ tract or the technologists’ tract.  Some 
students did take advantage of this offer and attended the technologists’ tract.   

 
The meeting was moderated by new volunteers.  Rich Serino, as Faculty Advi-
sor, oversaw the two day event.  Ricardo Hidalgo and Laura Quillia moderated 
both days.  Elisa Rapuano assisted with the two days also.  Even though Ri-
cardo, Laura and Elisa were new, they served their duties well and were very 
successful in providing the students with an excellent and worthwhile program. 
 
 
 

22 students presented scientific papers, with 15 giving oral presentations and 7 providing poster presentations.  
Hotel accommodations for one evening were offered to those who presented, however only 5 rooms were used 
by the students.  Many opted to pay for their own rooms. 
 
All registrations both pre-registered and on-site were handled efficiently and effectively by a group of volun-
teers. 

Refreshments including a box lunch were provided for any student attending the Registry Review.  
 
On Friday evening Tony invited 9 program directors and assistant directors representing 6 of the New England 
Nuclear Medicine programs to an Educators’ Committee meeting.  Some of the topics for discussion were their 
impressions of the student portion of the symposium, how each of their programs were adapting to the current 
economy and job market, how had their programs changed because of the onslaught of hybrid imaging.  They 
each gave an overview of their particular programs.  Two new program directors were introduced to the other 
“veteran” directors.  The meeting adjourned with each program director agreeing to communicate with the oth-
ers on an ongoing basis. 
 
Following the symposium, 32 student evaluations were collected and re-
viewed.  The most common comments were as follows: 

1. All liked the new two-day format. 
2. Attendees appreciated the Registry Review and the mock exam. 
3. The format and the handouts were satisfactory. 
4. The room was too cold. 
5.  
Attendees would like handouts for each portion taught for the Review. 

P A G E  1 1  V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  2  

Education Committee report by Tony Sicignano BS, CNMT, RT (N)  



 
2010 Spring Symposium Student 

Presentation Abstracts 
 

The following pages are abstracts from the student 
presentations during the 2010 Annual Symposium.   
The students did both presentations as well as 

posters this year. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all of our students and thank 

you to the program directors and volunteers! 
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